Accidents and Violence at Work in Bangladesh

Survey Report 2006
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Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies- BILS
National Dailies published from Dhaka brought the BILS Survey report on "Accidents and Violence at workplace- 2006" in the 12 January 2007 issues. 16 of the leading newspapers covered the event with due importance. Here is the summery report along with few images of the press coverage. 

Newspaper Survey Report 2006

Accidents and Violence at Work in Bangladesh

Summery Report

At least 974 working people killed and 3650 injured in different occupational accidents and violent occurrences happened at workplaces in Bangladesh in 2006. 121 of the killed and 740 of the injured are women workers. 48 working women have been sexually violated, among them nine killed after rape. A survey report conducted on the basis of news stories published in different national dailies during the reporting period reveals the above data.   
At a glance:

	Killed
	Injured
	Raped

	974
	3650
	48


Gender Basis

	
	Killed
	Injured

	Female
	121
	740

	Male
	853
	2910
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845 workers killed and 3018 injured in different occupational accidents while 129 killed and 632 injured in violent occurrences.

Incident Basis:

	
	Killed
	Injured
	Raped

	Accidents
	345+500
	1518+1500
	--

	Violence
	129
	632
	48
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Fishermen led the list of killed workers as more than five hundred fishermen drowned in the deep sea due to a catastrophic cyclone occurred in September 2006. More than 1500 fishermen injured in the sudden natural disaster who lost all of their belongings in the sea.

Sector Basis:

	
	Killed
	Injured
	Raped

	Garments
	141
	1578
	31

	Construction
	107
	195
	--

	Domestic Workers
	35
	31
	13

	Ship breaking
	14
	05
	--

	Transport
	30
	01
	--

	Fishermen
	509
	1541
	--

	Migrant Workers
	13
	--
	--

	Shop Workers
	19
	12
	--

	Port Workers
	09
	05
	--

	Stone Collectors
	11
	30
	--

	Tea Workers
	04
	12
	--

	Electric Workers
	09
	01
	--

	Rice Mill Workers
	07
	31
	--

	Cleaners 
	12
	--
	--

	Others 
	54
	208
	4

	Total
	974
	3650
	48


Second highest incidents of the killings and injuries happened in garment sector where at least 141 workers killed and 1578 workers injured in different accidents and violence. 65 garment workers killed in a single fire accident in February in Chittagong, among them 47 were female adolescents. 31 garment workers sexually violated in the reporting period, and among them four killed after rape. Nine garment workers were victimised in a gang rape happened near Dhaka. A pregnant garment worker received a kick on her abdomen at factory floor. 

Construction sector was in the third position of the top list where at least 107 workers killed and 195 workers injured in violence and accidents. Being smashed under the collapsed wall or building, covered by the mud slides or slipped from the high rise rooftops they faced the awful consequences.  
Sector Wise (Accidents)

	
	Killed
	Injured

	Garments
	121
	1150

	Construction
	105
	161

	Ship breaking
	14
	05

	Transport
	12
	01

	Fishermen
	500
	1500

	Migrant Workers
	13
	--

	Shop Workers
	07
	08

	Port Workers
	09
	05

	Stone collectors
	11
	30

	Tea Workers
	02
	02

	Electric Workers
	08
	01

	Rice mills workers
	07
	30

	Cleaners
	12
	--

	Others 
	24
	185

	Total
	845
	3078


Sector Wise (Violence)

	
	Killed
	Injured
	Raped

	Garments
	20
	369
	31

	Construction
	02
	24
	--

	Domestic Workers
	35
	31
	13

	Transport Workers
	18
	--
	--

	Shop Workers
	12
	04
	--

	Others
	42
	144
	04

	Total
	129
	572
	48


At least 35 domestic helps met the end of their lives in the reporting year due to torture and dreadful behavior by their employers. 31 severely injured and 13 sexually violated by the employers or their relations. Army officer, teacher, lawyer, physician, businessmen and even a religious leader were in the list of persecutors of the housemaids. Among the victims more than 50 per cent were child domestic helps. 

In the reporting year 30 transport workers were killed. Rickshaw puller, truck, bus, CNG auto rickshaw or taxicab drivers were among them. Some killed in accidents while others killed in violent attack on them. 

Killing of shop workers also commonly happen in Bangladesh. In most of the cases the workers are attacked by the miscreants who come for toll collection from the owners and being failed to reach the owners they attack on the workers. In the reporting year 19 shop workers killed and 12 other severely injured in such attacks and accidents.

In the ship breaking yard the rate of accident is reduced but still in the reporting year at least 14 workers killed in accidents in this sector. 

11 stone collectors killed and 30 injured in the year 2006 being covered by the stone slides. 

Nine electric workers or employees died being electrified during their duties. Besides 7 died and 31 injured in accidents and boiler blasts in rice mill sector. Nine port workers and 4 tea garden workers also killed in accidents and violence. Some 54 workers also died and 208 workers injured in many other sectors.  

According to the reports published in the newspapers the causes of accidents were common. In mud slide or wall collapse 69 workers killed and 245 workers injured. 85 died and 829 injured due to fire accidents, 33 died being electrified, 82 killed in road accidents, 10 killed in boiler or cylinder blasts, 16 killed as they slipped from the rooftops while some 14 died due to suffocation and poisonous gas when they worked into the manhole or reserve tanks.

Causes of Accidents: 

	Causes
	Killed
	Injured

	Landslide/ collapse
	69
	245

	Fire Accidents
	85
	829

	Electrocution 
	33
	11

	Road Accidents
	82
	170

	Boiler or cylinder blasts 
	10
	118

	Slipping from the roof
	16
	34

	Gas Suffocation
	14
	--

	Rolling with ribbon of machine
	3
	--

	Thunderbolt
	12
	45

	Trawler Capsize 
	502
	1500

	Others
	15
	204


12 died and 45 injured in electrocutions, 3 rolled with the ribbon of the machines and 502 drowned in the deep sea.                  

18 died in a building collapse in the capital city. The building collapsed due to its weak construction. 

According to the report 170 of total 406 incidents of such accident and violence happened in Dhaka city. 147 workers killed and 870 workers injured in these incidents. Second highest number of accidents happened in Chittagong where in the reporting period 110 workers have been killed and 485 workers injured in 37 number of occupational accidents.
Area Wise:

	
	Dhaka
	Chittagong
	Others

	
	Incidents
	killed
	injured
	Incidents
	killed
	Injured
	Incidents
	Killed
	Injured

	Accidents
	62
	82
	501
	37
	110
	485
	109
	156+500
	568+1500

	Violence
	108 
	65
	369
	--
	--
	--
	90
	61
	227

	Total
	170
	147
	870
	
	
	
	236
	827
	2780


The newspapers brought under the study are: The daily Prothom Alo, Ittefaq, Janakantha, Samakal, Ajker Kagoj, Bhorer Kagoj, Jugantor, Jaijaidin, Amader Shomoy, Inqilab, Dinkal, The Daily Star, The New Age, The Bangladesh Observer, The Independent and the Financial Express.  
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Last year was
the deadliest

one for workers

Highest death and casualty figures
recorded in capital alone

Kazi Azizul Islam

THE year 2006 was a deadly one
for working peaple; especially in
industries and bhomes, said a
Libour rights group on Thursday.
It was found that at least 974 peo-
ple died. 3,650 were injured. and
48 were sexually abused last year.

The Bangladesh Instimite of
Labour Swdies' survey was
based on the compilation of
casualties and deaths last year,
reported inseveral leading news-
papers. It found thar 121 of the
killed and 740 of the injured
were women who were victims
of reported sexual abuse:

In 2005 the number of deaths
was 480, injuries 950 and sexual
abuses 35, while in 2004 the fig-
ures were 188, 239 and 57
respectively, and 188, 259 and 57
in 2003, according to the BILS.

The latest swdy found,
around 502 fishermen died at
sea due o incement weather
and 1,500 ‘were injured in
September 2006.

The second highest number
of casualties was among gasment
factory workers of whom at least
141 died, mainly in factory acci-
dents, 1,578 were injured, and
31 female workers were abused
sexually. of whom four died.

Construction workers were
third in the list's casualties as 107
of them died and 195 were
injured in accidents and vio-
lence.

At least 35 domestic helpers
died fast year due to torture by
their employers. 31 were severe-
by injured and 13 were sexually
violated.

Army officers, teachers,
lawyers, physicians, business-
men and even a religious leader
were in the list of persecutors of
hous¢maids;” said the BILS. The
study found thar among the vie-
tims more than 50 per cenl were
children,

Lastyear 30 transport workers
— mickshaw pullers and drivers
of trucks, buses, auto-rickshaws
and taxicabs — were killed in
accidents or violent attacks.

The report found that at least
19 shopkeepers were killed and
12 severely ‘injured, mainly by
EXIOrtonists)

In the ship-breaking yards at
least 14 workers were killed in
accidents and 11 workers died
and 30 were injured while col-
lecting and crushing stones.

Nine electricians died of elec-
trocution, and 7 rice-mill work-
ers died and 31 were injured,
mainly due o boiler blasts,

The repont found significant
casualties in fire accidents which
killed 85 and injured 829; 69
died and 245 were injured
because of mud-slides and wall
collapses: electrocution killed
12, and road accidents 82; 14
workers died due to suffocation
and inhalation of poisonous gas
when they were working in man-
holes or reserve tanks; and nine
workers died at ports and four in
tea gardens due 1o accidents.

According o the report 170 of
406 accidents and incidents of
violence in which 147 were
killed and 870 were injured 0ok
place in the capital alone: in
Chinagong the figures were 110
and 485 respectively.
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974 workers died at workplaces, 48 violated fast year

Al least 974 working people
were killed and 3.650 others
injured in various aceidents and
violent oceurrences al their work-
places in’ the country, it 2006,
reports BSS,

OF the killed and injured, 121
and 740 were women, The nuin-
her of violated working women
was 48, of whom nine were mur-
dered after rape.

The Bangladesh lns(uu(e of
Labour Studies (BILS) revealed
thie. finglings after a sirvey con-
dutted on'the basis of news sto-
ries published i the various
national dailies.

According (o the survey report
released in the city Thursday, 845
workers were Killed and_3,018
injured in varipus oecupationdl
accidents while 129 were killed
and 632 injured in violent oceur-
rences.

The number of deceased fish-
‘ermen was the highest a5 over 500
of the fishermen drowned in the
deep sea in the catastrophic
cyclone in Septetnber 2006. More
than 1500 fishermen were injured
in the sudden natural disaster-
They also lost all their belongings

it the sea.
The second highest number of

incidents of killings and injuries

took place in the garments sector
where at least 141 workers were
Killed anid 1,578 injured in various
accidents and violence.

OF them, 65 garment. workers
were killed in a lone fire incident
in February in Clulwgong
Among the deceased, 47
female adolescents. The numher
of violated working women was
31. Of them four were murdered
after rape.

Nine garment workers: were
ging-raped near the capital. A
pregnant  garmenl  worker
received a kick on her abdomen
on & factory floor. The consinic-

tion sector was i the third posi- -
tion in the casualties list. At least

107 workers were killed and 195
inju,:ed in violence and accidents
in the sector. Wall and building
collapses, mud slides and fall
from rooftops. caused the major
aceidents,

At least 35 domestic helps died
inthe reporting year due to torure
and cruel behaviour by their
employers. Al least 31 were

injured and 13 violated by the
employers or their relations.
Army  officers, teachers,
lawyers, physicians, businessivien
and a religions leader were in the

list of persecutors of the house-

maids.

Among the victims, more than
50 per cent were child domestic
help. In the reporting year, 30
transport workers were Killed.
Drivers of trucks; buses, autorick-
shaws and raxi-cabs and rick-
shawpullers were among them:

Killings of shopworkers also
commionly happened in the coun-
uy. [n most cases. the workers
were killed by miscreants, who
came for toll collection from the
owners.

At least 19 shopworkers were

killed and 12 others injured in

such attacks and accidents. In the
ship-breaking yard, the rate of
aceidents came down. But 14
workers were killed in accidents
in the sector,

At least 11 stone-collectors
were killed and 30 injured when
stones, fell on them. Nine electri-
cians or employees were electro-
cuted while on duty.

Seven persons died and 31
received injuries in accidents and
boiler blasts in the rice mills. Nine
port workers and four tea garden
workers were also killed in accis
‘dents and violence,

Some 54 workers died and 208
workers were. injured in some

other sectors,

At least 69 persans were killed |
and 245 injured in Mud-slides and
wall collapses, 85 killed and 829
injured in fire accidents, 82 killed
in mad accidents, 10 killed in
boiler or cylinder blasts and 16
Killed s they slipped from the
moftops,

Besides, 33 were elecrocuted
and 14 died due to suffocation or
inhaling poisonous gas when they
were working in manholes or
reserve tanks.

Al least three workers died when
they got entangled with the ribbons

‘of machines, 502 drowried in the

deep sea, 18 died in a building col-
lapse in the capital city.

According to the repot, 170 of
total 406 incidents happened in
Dhaka city. At feast 147 workers
waere killed and 870 injured in the
incidents.

The second highest number of
accidents huppened in/Chittagong
where 110 workers were Killed
and 485 injured in 37 oceupation-
al aceidents,

The newspapers brought under
the study were: The Prothom Alo,
the Juefag, the Jugantor, the
Ingitab, the Dinkal, the
Junakantha, the Samakal, the
Ajker Kagoj. the Bhorer Kagoj,
the Jaijaidin, the Amader
Shomoy. the Daily Star; the New
Age, the Bangladesh Observer,
the Independent and The
Financial Express.
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